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they pronounce the blessing when the tali is tied round the bride's neck.
In cases of supposed possession by demons, or by the mothers, the Valluvan is consulted as to the^meanino" of the portent, and takes part in driving the spirit out of the victim, sometimes using violence and blows to compel the spirit to deliver its message and be gone. The Census Report, 1901, states that Valluvans do not ea.t or intermarry with other sections of the Paraiyans. Mr. Clayton is unable to confirm this, and is inclined to doubt whether it is generally true.
The dead are buried as a rule, but sometimes tho corpses are burnt. A portion of the village waste land is allotted for the purpose. Only Paraiyans are buried in it. The funeral rites are very simple. The corpse Is carried on a temporary litter of palm leaf mats and bamboos, wrapped in a cotton cloth, which is a new one if it can be afforded, and interred or burnt. About the third or fifth day after death, the pal sadangu, or milk: ceremony, should take place, when some milk is poured out by the next-of-kin as an offering to the spirit of the deceased. This spirit is then supposed to assume a sort of corporeity, and to depart to the place of respite till fate decrees that it be re-born. This ceremony Is accompanied by a family feast. On the fifteenth day-after death, another family gathering is held, and food Is offered to the spirit of the dead person. This ceremony-is called Karumantaram, or expiatory ceremony. Occasionally, for some months after the death, a few flowers are placed on the grave, and a cocoanut is broken ovear it; and some attempt is even made to recognise the anniversary of the date. But there is no regular custom and it is probably an imitation of Brahmanical usages. The ordinary Paraiyan's conception of life after death is